Think about the last time you had a sudden insight about a new data set. Without consulting others, what made you think that "Aha!" moment represented a unique idea you generated "on the spot" rather than the remembrance of a great idea previously offered by a colleague in a hallway discussion of the data? More generally, how do we determine where a mental experience comes from?
Source memory is an umbrella term that refers to the processes involved in encoding, organizing, selectively reviving (e.g., reactivating, retrieving), cumulating, evaluating (e.g., weighting, comparing to expectations), and attributing (i.e., making inferences [judgments, decisions] about the source of) information during remembering. The concept encompasses, but is broader than, the idea of context memory (for reviews and further discussions see, e.g., Johnson, Hashtroudi, & Lindsay, 1993 , 2008 Mitchell & Johnson, 2000) . We routinely use these processes to solve everyday cognitive puzzles like the one described above or, for example, when remembering which U.S. Presidential candidate offered the tax plan you really like, remembering which pocket of your briefcase you put your keys in, deciding whether you turned off the stove or simply thought about doing so (Brandt, Bergstr€ om, Buda, Henson, & Simons, 2014), or determining whether you actually saw a video of an important news event or only imagined it (Ost, Vrij, Costall, & Bull, 2002) .
Trivial errors in source memory can be inconvenient, and perhaps a little embarrassing, for example, raving about a new restaurant to a friend when she was the one who told you about it in the first place. But, source errors can sometimes have much more serious consequences, for example, remembering that you took your heart medicine when you only thought about doing so, mistaking a memory of a dream of being sexually abused as a child for a memory of something that actually happened to you (see, e.g., Lindsay, 2014; for a review), believing that a voice is coming from an external source rather than one's own thinking (e.g., hallucinations, see, e.g., Johnson & Raye, 2000; Woodward & Menon, 2013 for reviews), or falsely confessing to having committed a crime (e.g., Shaw & Porter, 2015; see Henkel & Coffman, 2004 for a review).
Our understanding of the brain mechanisms associated with source memory has been rapidly accelerating over the past few decades (see, e.g., MacPherson, 2015; Mitchell & Johnson, 2009; Mitchell, 2016 for reviews). Refinements of cognitive theory and advancements in neuroscientific methodology (including imaging techniques and analysis approaches) are affording exciting synergistic progress. This special issue presents some of that progress. We set out to compile cutting-edge papers highlighting how behavioral, patient, and neuroimaging research is advancing our understanding of the brain mechanisms involved in source
